
Octob8r 27, 1960 

Dr. Pater Hedawar 
Department of Zaology 
Uaiverslty College 
Gower Street 
London W.C. 1, England 

Dear Peter: 

It w8s grrclaus of you to tdco the to toply to our umgratulattons. 
I know very wel I how prooccupted you wst be now. 

if you meant qufte serfourly what you asked about sme Information on 
the program in Stockhola, Iet m put you on to the following. In fuct, the 
people there do not fully l pprectato how useful tt would be to have a 
capsule sutmary of what the Nobel festival week is all about. I would 
definltoly urge you to talk to Fred Sanger as a more recent sacriflclal 
victim who can give you at least some lnslght into the proceedings. I 
will also send you under sepmrrta covar,sme odds and ends of materfals 
that I may have floating about bore. 

There is a volume entitled Nobel The Han and His Prlfts which was 
publlshed in 1950 in Stockholm by the Nobel Foundation. fhls will at least 
give you the main focal background. Also, each year the Foundation publishes 
the addresses given by the laureates as well as the introductory material and 
I would recannend that you look at some recent years. I mn enclostng the 
excerpts covering my own formal contributions. 

The only serrous description In print that I m,aware of that systematl- 
tally describes the Nobel week la in a pair of papers by Kendell and ttemh 
which you can find in the Procaedings of t)N Staff Heetlngs of the Hayo Clinl’c, 
1951, 6, 4lPh37. Thor8 Is also a vary ~11 wrtttm profllo on Nobel and 
to S- extent on the prizes and the misted ceremmies, in the New Yorker 
magazine for Harch 15 and Harch 22, 1958. 

Ftnally, let me quota from page 313 of t&bat The llan and His Prizes: 
“‘8~ virtue of the prestige the prizes have attaIned, a reclptent Is transforaad,’ 
as C. J. Davlsson has expressed it, ‘overnight from an exceedingly private 
cltizm to sanethIng In thm matun of a srl-publlc instltutlon.B Such a 
tramsftton has often crmtod mra favourable conditions for further work.” 
I m not cortaln that I can agree wfth the last sentence. You will have to 
tell me about this yourself samt be. 

Cordially, 

Joshua tederberg 
Prof8ssor of Genet tcs 

JL/J h 


